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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PF^^ilNARY EXAMINATION REPORT ^^^nwti^al application No, 

PCT/AU2003/0016S3 



Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international apphcation:* 
I I the international application as originally filed. 

f3c| the description,, pages 1-12, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

fx] the claims, pages » as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 13-15, received on 15 October 2004 widi the letter of 12 October 2004 

[x] the drawings, pages 1/10-10/10, as originaUy filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to die language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which die international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I die language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

I the language of publication of the international appUcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the puiposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 553). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in die international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on die basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

[ I filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

( I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fomi. 

[ ] The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure iii the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

j ) The statement that the information recorded in con^uter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

^. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the descrq)tion, pages 

I I die claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

I I report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since dicy have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have beenjumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 



1-20 



YES 



Claims 



NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



1-20 



YES 



Claims 



NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 



1-20 



YES 



Claims 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Dl-US 20020105251 Al (abstract and figure 3) 
D2-DE 2922321 Al (abstract and figure 1) 
D3 GB 2306376 A (abstract and figure 1) 
D4-BE 869738 A (abstract and figure 1) 
D5-FR 2254409 A (abstract and figure 1) 

All the documents disclose a sealed inspection unit for a potentially dangerous object including at least one glove 
member allowing a user external to the unit to manipulate the object within the unit. They fail to disclose, 
individually or in combination, a rigid transportation unit adapted to wholly receive the inspection unit and 
provide a fiirther sealed environment containing the inspection unit. Therefore the claimed invention is 
considered to be novel, involves an inventive step and is industrially applicable. 
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The claims: 

1. Apparatus for the contained inspection and possible transportation of a 
potentially dangerous object, the apparatus comprising: 

an inspection unit, the inspection unit including at least a first section and 
a second section able to open to receive the object and then close to provide a 
sealed airtight environment for manual inspection of the object, the first section 
and the second section being substantially rigid, the inspection unit also including 
at least one glove member allowing a user external to the sealed environment of 
the closed inspection unit to manipulate the object within the closed inspection 
unit; and, 

a transportation unit, the transportation unit including at least a first 
section and a second section able to open to wholly receive the inspection unit 
and then close to provide a further sealed airtight environment containing the 
inspection unit, the first section and the second section of the transportation unit 
being substantially rigid. 

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the 
inspection unit is substantially transparent. 

3. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2, wherein at least a 
portion of a body section or a base section of the inspection unit is opaque, 
preferably of a dark colour. 

4. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein the 
object is an envelope, mail, package, parcel, letter or the like. 

5. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 4, wherein the first 
section and the second section of the inspection unit are adapted to be clamped or 
latched together. 

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the first section and the 
second section of the inspection unit are hinged together. 
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7. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the first 
section of the inspection unit is a lid section and the second section of the 
inspection unit is a body section or a base section. 

5 

8- The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims I to 7, wherein the 
transportation unit can generally be lifted and moved by a single person.. 

9. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 8, wherein the user 
10 can visually inspect the object in the inspection unit. 

10. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 9, wherein two 
glove members are provided. 

15 11. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 10, wherein the first 
section and the second section of the transportation unit are adapted to be 
clamped together. 

12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the first section and the 
20 second section of the transportation unit arc hinged together, 

13. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 11 or claim 12, wherein the first 
section of the transportation unit is a lid section and the second section of the 
transportation unit is a body section or a base section. 

25 

14. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein the lid section and the body 
section or base section of the transportation unit are adapted to be press-sealed 
together. 

30 15. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 14, wherein the 
transportation unit is resilient against external forces and shocks. 

16. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 15, wherein the 
inspection unit also includes integrated magnifying means. 
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17. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 16, wherein the 
transportation unit includes padding or shock absorbing material, 

S 18. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 17, wherein closure 
of the transportation unit securely holds the inspection unit placed therein. 

19. Device for the contained inspection and safe transportation for further 
examination, if required, of received mail, the device comprising: 

10 a substantially rigid inspection unit adapted to provide a sealed airtight 

environment, the inspection unit allowing a user to visually inspect received mail 
placed in the inspection unit, the inspection unit also including one or more glove 
members allowing the user to manipulate the mail within the inspection unit; and, 
a substantially rigid transportation unit adapted to wholly receive and 

15 secure the inspection unit after user inspection of the mail and to provide a further 
sealed airtight environment and physical protection for the inspection unit during 
transportation. 

20. The device as claimed in claim 19, wherein the inspection unit and the 
20 transportation unit are each formed of substantially two distinct sections and 

additionally provided with one or more clamps to seal the units. 



